Semites

4192

Senancour

coal, and salt occur. Cotton, vines, and fruit
trees are grown in the s. Market-gardening
engages the Russian colonistSj but not more
than 6 per cent, of the land is treated as ar-
able. Of the population about 70 per cent, are
Kirghiz (mostly nomads), 24 per cent. Sarts.

Semites, the descendants of Shem. Eth-
nologically the tenn signifies a particular race
of mankind, of which the Arabs and the Jews
may be taken as types. The Semitic languages
are noteworthy from the form of their roots,
which are triliteral and triconsonantal. They
are usually divided into two branches, North-
ern and Southern. The former subdivides into
the Assyrian group, including Assyrian and
Babylonian; the Hebrew group, including
Hebrew, Phoenician, Edomitic, andMoabitic;
and the Aramaic, including Syriac, Mandaic,
Palmyrene, Nabataian, Samaritan, and the
Aramaic of the Talmud. The Southern branch
includes Arabic, Sabsean, and Minaean, Ethio-
pic, and Amharic. The Semitic language of
Babylonia and Assyria can be traced back to
ah out 4000 B.C. Hebrew, the language of the
Old Testament, was 'the language of Canaan/
The close relationship of the Hebrew group
has been established no* only by the Phoeni-
cian inscriptions (the language of which dif-
fers only dialectically from Hebrew), but al-
so by the Tell-el-Amarna tablets, which show
that in the i$th century B.C. the language of
Canaan was practically Hebrew, and by the
Moabite Stone, which shows the practical
identity of Hebrew and Moabitic in the ninth
century r c.

The Aramaic dialects were used throughout
the region which extended from the borders
of Babylonia to N. Syria, Aramaic eventu-
ally became the language of trade and diplo-
macy in the East, replacing Assyrian in As-
syria and Babylonia and Hebrew in Palestine.
One of the dialects, known as Syriac, has ac-
quired a specially prominent position in con-
sequence of its use in the Christian Church.
Arabic was spoken in Central and N. Arabia,
more especially by the nomad Bedawin (Bed-
ouins), who have preserved the purity of
their blood and language better than have
their kinsfolk elsewhere. This literary Arabic
was originally the language of the tribe of
.Koreish at Mecca, and was spread over the
Oriental world by the conquests of Moham-
medanism, supplanting Aramaic, just as Ara-
maic had previously supplanted the native
languages of Babylonia and Canaan.

As a general rule the Semitic race and the
Semitic family of speech go together. The
Semitic family occupies a compact square in

S.W. Asia and a large part of N. Africa. The
center of the square is roughly formed by N.
Arabia, and it is probable that either N. or
Central Arabia was the original cradle of the
race. From there came the jrreat movement
and expansion of the race in historical times
under Mohammed and his successors. As an
individual the Semite was intense, persever-
ing, and relentless. Politically, the Semite
showed dislike to absorption into a large em-
pire and inability to create a well-knit and
abiding system of control. Separatism and
small communities express tho preferences of
the race. Hence the great empires existed only
by repeated reconquest of large parts of the
realm.
Semler, Jo harm Saiomo (1725-91),
German theologian. Ho foreshadowed the true
method of Biblical criticism, and may be said
to have anticipated the central idea of the
Tubingen school.
Semliki, river, E. Africa. Tt first became
known in 1888, when Stanley came upon it
some thirty m. above its mouth.
Semi in, town, formerly Croatia-Slavonia,
Hungary, now in Yugoslavia, has important
transit trade, and contains the ruins of the
castle of John Hunyadi, who died here in
1456; p. 15,000.
Semmering, Austrian Alpine pass (3,219
ft.) connecting Vienna with Graz, the capital
of Styria. Jt is the lowest of the Alpine passes,
and is traversed by a railway, the first (1854)
to be carried across the Alps. The viaducts of
the Semmcring railway, some of them with
several tiers of arches, are among the grand-
est works of engineering,
Semmes, Raphael (i8oo.-i877), Ameri-
can naval officer, born in Charles co., Md.
In 1861-62 he commanded the Sumtcr and in
1862-64 the Alabama, cruising in the paths of
commerce and doing vast damage to Ameri-
can shipping. The Sumtcr was finally block-
aded in Tangier and sold, and the Alabama
was sunk by the Kearsagc, off Cherbourg,
June 19, 1864. Scmmes escaped to England
and returning to the Confederacy was given
command of the James River Squadron, with
the rank of rear admiral.
Semolina, sometimes known as Grita,
consists of small particles of grain, chiefly
wheat, roughly ground.
Sempach, town, Swiss canton of Lucerne*
Here was gained (1386) the victory whicb
secured Swiss independence; p. 1,028.
Sempervivum, a genus of succulent plants
belonging to the order Crassulaceae.
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